
Installing Rational Method Composer on Linux
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1 Installing Linux 
For specific supported operating systems, see http://www.ibm.com/software/products/en/rmc and click 
on the system requirements tab.

Rational Method Composer is only supported on SUSE and RHEL editions of Linux.
Although not officially supported, RMC will also run on 32 bit Ubuntu.

These instructions have been tested 32 bit Ubuntu 15.04, the latest available version.  Instructions are 
essentially the same for the supported SUSE and RHEL Linux editions.

1.1 Option 1: Regular installation of Linux. 

Obtain a Linux installation disk, and follow standard installation instructions for that flavor of Linux.

For Ubuntu, go to http://www.ubuntu.com/
For SUSE editions, go to https://www.suse.com/
For RHEL editions, go to http://www.redhat.com/en/technologies/linux-platforms/enterprise-linux

1.2 Option 2: Install Linux into VirtualBox

You can install Linux as a virtual machine using VMWare (purchaseable) or VirtualBox, a freely 
available virtual machine emulator.  These instructions cover VirtualBox only.

http://www.redhat.com/en/technologies/linux-platforms/enterprise-linux
https://www.suse.com/
http://www.ubuntu.com/


1.2.1 Installing VirtualBox

Download Virtualbox from https://www.virtualbox.org

1.2.2 Sub-option 1: Installing Linux

Download a Linux install disk image.

 For Ubuntu, go to http://www.ubuntu.com/ or follow these instructions .

 For SUSE editions, go to https://www.suse.com/

 For RHEL editions, go to http://www.redhat.com/en/technologies/linux-platforms/enterprise-
linux

You do not need to burn the file to a DVD/R disc.

There are many tutorials online for installing different operating systems into VirtualBox, such as these 
instructions to install Ubuntu into VirtualBox.

When sizing the hard drive for your virtual machine, we recommend 12GB or more hard drive space.  
Consider a dynamically allocated hard drive to make sure you don’t use more space than needed.

Once the guest operating system has started up, just follow the regular installation procedure for that 
operating system, such as for regular   Ubuntu   installation as if you were installing on a real hard drive 
(instead of a virtual one).

1.2.3 Sub-option 2: Reusing an existing image

You can download an Ubuntu 32 bit Gnome image for VirtualBox from here.  Follow these directions 
on installing a VDI file in VirtualBox.  When creating the Virtual Machine, you will need to choose an 
existing hard drive and select the .vdi file you downloaded from osboxes.org.

https://blogs.oracle.com/oswald/entry/importing_a_vdi_in_virtualbox
http://www.osboxes.org/ubuntu-gnome/
http://www.psychocats.net/ubuntu/installing
http://www.redhat.com/en/technologies/linux-platforms/enterprise-linux
http://www.redhat.com/en/technologies/linux-platforms/enterprise-linux
https://www.suse.com/
http://www.psychocats.net/ubuntu/getting
http://www.ubuntu.com/
https://www.virtualbox.org/


Start the VirtualMachine.  The osboxes password is “osboxes.org”

1.2.4 Configuring VirtualBox

Some additional configuration of your virtual environment can make things easier.

1.2.4.1 Guest additions

Installing the guest additions will allow you to share files with the host operating system, and will 
enable full screen mode.

Once your guest operating system is running and you are logged in:

 click Devices > Insert Guest Additions CD image.
The CD will auto-run.  You may have to respond to a prompt to allow it to run. 

If the CD doesn’t auto-run, you can open the file manager and run it from there as follows:

 click Devices>VBOXADDITIONS

 click Run Software



1.2.4.2 Set up a shared folder

To share a host folder with your guest OS, you need to do the following:
1) Click Activities and in the search box write “Terminal” and open the Terminal. In the 

terminal, enter:
sudo usermod -g vboxsf <username>
 where username is the user name on your guest OS (“osboxes” on an osboxes.org image).
This adds osboxes to the user group that can access the shared host drive

2) Add a shared folder on your host OS via the VirtualBox settings.



3) Shutdown the Virtual Machine and restart
Shared files will now be accessible on the guest OS in /media/sf_<host folder name>

2 Installing RMC

2.1 Download RMC

Download the trial version of RMC 7.5.2 from here. To use the Download Director option requires 
additional configuration , but you can always use the HTTP download option..  There will be 5 zip files
total. Unzip and extract the files.
Combine them so that you have a file structure like this:
    disk1
    disk2
     …

https://www6.software.ibm.com/dldirector/doc/DDfaq_en.html
http://www14.software.ibm.com/webapp/download/search.jsp?pn=Rational+Method+Composer


2.2 Install RMC

Open the Terminal on Ubuntu

Install RMC using the following terminal commands:
cd <path>\disk1\InstallerImage_linux_gtk_x86
sudo ./install
(Enter password when prompted.)

Follow the directions from the Installation Manager to install RMC. The remainder of these 
instructions assume you installed RMC to the default location, /opt/IBM/RMC75

2.3 Download XulRunner 1.8.1.3

XulRunner is a component that is required by RMC for the rich text editor to work.

The file is called xulrunner-1.8.1.3.en-US.linux.i686-20080128.tar.gz and is downloaded from here. 
Unzip the download and move the xulrunner folder to /opt

2.4 Configure RMC to use XulRunner

Open a privileged file browser from the terminal by entering: sudo nautilus

Edit the rmc.ini file (in directory /opt/IBM/RMC75/rmc)

Add the following line: 

http://ftp.mozilla.org/pub/mozilla.org/xulrunner/releases/1.8.1.3/contrib/linux-i686/xulrunner-1.8.1.3.en-US.linux-i686-20080128.tar.gz


-Dorg.eclipse.swt.browser.XULRunnerPath=/opt/xulrunner

Save and close.

3 Installing EPF Composer
EPF Composer is an open-source limited feature version of RMC.  You can download the latest version
of EPF Composer for Linux from here.
The same page lists system requirements and provides installation instructions.

Note that EPF Composer requires a compatible JRE.  
Follow the directions for installing Java JRE on Ubuntu here.

3.1 Configure EPF Composer to use XulRunner

If not already done so, download and install XulRunner as described previously.

Open a privileged file browser from the terminal by entering: sudo nautilus

Edit the file <installation path>/epfcomposer/epf.ini

Add the following line: 

-Dorg.eclipse.swt.browser.XULRunnerPath=/opt/xulrunner

https://www.digitalocean.com/community/tutorials/how-to-install-java-on-ubuntu-with-apt-get
https://eclipse.org/epf/downloads/tool/epf1.5.0_downloads.php


Save and close.

4 Post-Configuration Steps

4.1 Create RMC Shortcut

Follow the instructions here to create Desktop Shortcuts in Ubuntu.
To create an rmc shortcut, enter the following in the Create Launcher dialog box:

You can also click on “Browse..” to locate where you installed RMC.

4.2 Create Shortcut to RMC Workspace

Open the properties for the RMC shortcut created in the previous step.

Enter a data parameter in the Command section.  For example, add 

-data /home/<user>/IBM/RMC/WS

You must have read/write access to the workspace folder.  (This will be true if you create the folder 
in /home/<user>.  For the example below, the workspace is called “WS.”

http://www.howtogeek.com/106470/create-desktop-shortcuts-in-ubuntu-11.04-and-11.10/


Open RMC. Go to File > Open > Method Library. Tick “Open method library from workspace”.

The new workspace you created in the previous step should open.
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